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THIS YEAR WE'VE RIPPED UP THE RULE BOOK AS SMACKDOWN VS. RAW 2006 GOES BEYOND ANYTHING 
YOU'VE EVER EXPERIENCED. MORE MATCH TYPES. MORE SUPERSTARS, MORE JAW-BREAKING AND MORE 
ARM-TWISTING MEANS SMACKDOWN VS. RAW 2006 PLAYS AT THE ABSOLUTE LIMIT YOUR CONSOLE CAN HANDLE 
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wo vears after his death, 
the 


wrestling fraternity still 


select members Ol 


give іп to the temptation 
to imitate Stu Hart. 


[he barrel-chested. square -jawed 





patriarch of the Hart wrestling 
clan—an Order of Canada recipient 
who gained notoriety for training 
spiring wrestlers in his basement 
"Dungeon —spoke in a deliberate, 
halting style, occasionally reaching 
over to place а guest in а hammer- 
lock to underscore a point about 
the industry that was indistinguish- 
able from his life 

“| remember walking through 
my high school, and everybody 
in the hallway would be imitating 
my dad,” Bret Hart says. “They'd 
see him on television every week 
Stu ran the legendary Stampede 
Wrestling promotion), and he had 
such a distinct style of speaking. It 
wasn't just the wrestlers imitating 
him. It was everyone. And I con- 
sidered it a form of flattery.” 

The Hart home was an aging 
mansion, populated by cats and 
bedecked with the carcasses of old 
Cadillacs. A wrestling ring stood 
on the grass, overlooking the city 
of Calgary. “We were sort of a cross 
between the Beverly Hillbillies and 
the Munsters,” Bret says. 

When the family went shopping, 
each would line up with a cart 
and caravan through the supermar- 
кес. Stu and his Long Island-bred 
wife, Helen, were at the front of 
the line. The others—Bret, Bruce, 
Keith, Smith, Ross, Wayne, Owen, 
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Dean, Diana, ЕШе, Georgia and 
Allison—followed. In time, the 
family would expand to include, 
among others, Diana's husband, 

“British Bulldog" Davey Boy 
smith, and ЕШез spouse, Jim “The 
Anvil” Neidhart. 

But always, the Harts were aware 
of their roots, SIU f fearlessness Was 
rooted іп a childhood on the western 
Canadian prairie, where he slept in 
а freezing tent with his parents and 
two sisters. Helen's father was for- 
mer Olympian “Handsome” Harry 
Smith, a runner on the 1912 US. 
track squad. Although Bret didnt 
know his maternal grandfather, the 
five-time WWE Champion grew to 
understand that he'd inherited the 
mans athleticism, among other traits. 


“My grandfather attracted a lot of 


looks from the ladies, and I think | 
got some of that,” Bret says. “He set 
goals, and he accomplished them. 
He was a sweet man with a heart 
of gold.” 

Today, Bret has particularly fond 
memories of his brother Dean, who 
died of Bright's disease, a kidney 
condition, іп 1990), 

“Му d ad promoted shows in the 
middle of a very rough neighbor 
hood, Victoria Park, and Dean and 
I would leave the arena and wrestle 
with the kids from the area on the 
grass, he says. "I remember we'd 
try to get back inside, and the secu- 
nity guy would say, "Hey, you kids 
cant come back here. You're not 
with the Harts. Му dad would be 
mad because he couldn't find 
but when we told him we were 
wrestling on the grass, he wasn't 
mad anymore, 

“You couldn't get into trouble in 
our family for wrestling." 

At the time, Owen was the young- 
est member of the brood, and the 
one Bret was often charged with 
babysitting. “I was always wiping 
his nose and tying his shoes and 


dragging him around," Bret says. "If 


bigger kids gave him a hard time, Га 
rough them up. I was a pretty good 
big brother—I ам ays tried to give 
him good advice. As kids, I don't 
remember ever yelling at him, which 
in our family was exceptional." 
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During a tour of C algary, for- 
mer INWA Champion Dory Funk 


Jr. told the Hart kids about his 


family's Texas ranch, and extended 
an open invitation. 

"The lesson there is don't make 
an offer you can't live up to," Bret 
says. "We pulled up, and there we 
were. We drove down in a Cadillac 
convertible. My brothers drove in 
shifts and, because [ was too young 
to get behind the wheel, my job 
was to keep them awake. That was 
pretty hard, since | didnt get a 
chance to sleep myself. Before we 
left, my mother gave me a $100 
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bill but, the time we passed 
Montana, га: spent three-qu: irters 
Of it. 

"Fortunately, the Funks (Dory 


Ir. and Terry) were so kind. They 


took mu, water-skling, and | ot LO 
see their wrestling promotion ın 
Amarıllo. They promoted.a pretty 
athletic style, and I learned a lot 
from them. I also got to meet their 


father, (wrestler and promoter) 
Dory Funk Sn, who reminded me 
of Jimmy Durante in the movie, It’s 
ı Май, Mad, Mad, Mad World.” 
Yet, in his teen years—lean 
ones for Stampede Wrestling and 











the Hart family—Bret found 
himself growing disenchanted 
with wrestling. 

“ГА always fantasized about bei по 
champion of the world,” he says. 
“When the went 
it switched. I didn’t want to be a 
wrestler anymore. But once I did 
4 few construction jobs, digging 
and carrying wheelbarrows all day, 
[ decided that I didn't want to do 
that, either. Then, wrestling started 


crowds down, 





to catch my eve again. 

In total, Bret spent 23 years on 
Canadian television, first as a per- 
former for Stampede Wrestling, 


aug 
: =’ 


а + 


then as a regular on Toronto's 
Maple Leaf Wrestling cards and, 
for nearly a decade and a half, 
with WWE. 

“When you're on TV for that 
long,” Bret says, “whether youre a 
broadcaster like Peter Jennings or 
a professional athlete, you become 
an institution. People begin to feel 
that they know you personally and, 
at least In my case, you start to feel 
a lot of responsibility to live up to 
what they expect," 

Its an ethic passed down from 
his father, who made Calgary a 
unique territory by importing 





wrestlers from such far-off locales 
45 Japan, Mexico, Puerto Rico and 
Great Britain. 

"A lot of Americans wouldn't 
come up here because the 
Canadian dollar wasn't as strong," 
Bret Түр Та We were а tough сег- 
rıtory with cold weather and long 
road trips. 50 my dad looked in 
other places, and we ended up 
with a very interesting mix of tal- 
ent. Where else in North America 
did you see so many British wres- 
tlers, along with old-timers, like 
the Mongolian Stomper, who 
could transfer their knowledge?” 
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Hart believes that Canadian 
wrestlers tended to work harder 
because they shared a passion to 
be acknowledged on the interna- 
tional stage. As examples, he cites 
NWA Champion "Whipper" Billy 
Watson in the 1940s and '50s; Gene 
Kiniski, the man whom Dory Funk 
Jr. dethroned for his NWA title in 
the 605; the Fabulous Rougeau 
Brothers and Rick Martel in the 
"808: and Chris Benoit, Edge and 
Christian today. 

“Wrestling was mean to us some- 
times in Calgary,” he says. “It wasn't 
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always glamorous, and it wasn't 
always profitable. But we appreciated 
every fan that came down. The fans 
d it, and they never forgot it. And 

| think that helped make my father a 
legend. He already had the respect of 
the wrestlers because he was a straight 
shooter and a tough guy. He had the 
respect of the local sports media, who 
admired the athleticism on our cards. 
And he had the respect of the fans 


because he respected them." 


As Stu solidified his name, other 
promoters recommended that ambi- 
tious newcomers travel to Calgary 
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|. T E jT ING. ( GALGARY В 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
A BIG PART OF 
ВВЕТ 5 IDENTITY, 
AS ІТ HAS FOR THE 
| ENTIRE FAMILY. | 


to learn from the master. Junkyard 
Dog, "Rowdy" Roddy Piper and 
"Superstar" Billy Graham were 
among the dozens who paid their 
dues in Stampede Wrestling. 

“If you were a big football player 
who was thinking about wrestling, 
you got sent to Stu Hart,” Bret says. 
“Once you survived the Dungéon 
and those Calgary winters, you 
never complained again.’ 

Neither did Bret, even after Stam- 
pede Wrestling gave way to WWE, 
and he became às well known in 
Tel Aviv and Lisbon as Edmonton. 
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But Hart was never immune 
from life's harsh realities. In 1996, 
Brets nephew, Matthew Annis, 
succumbed to a rare flesh-eating 
mp and in 1999, Owen Hart 
died in à tragic accident. It was 
dÊ this period that Bret began 
to find strength not in Stu, but 
Helen Hart. 

“She was probably the toughest 
one in the family when it came 
to taking the blows,” Bret says, "Му 
dad used to call her ‘Tiger.’ She 
kept him together when these trag- 
edies took place. I like to think that 
| have a lot of her better qualities.” 

Helen passed away in 2001, fol- 
lowed two years later by the man 
who molded the Hart clan. Bret 
spoke at the funeral, and described 
the dichotomy of Stu, who once 
found a kid vandalizing a family car, 
roughed up the boy in the Dungeon, 
then gave him a job as an usher. With 
his Reith, the Harts had to re-evalu- 
ate the dynamics of their family, 

“Each of us realized that we 
needed to stand on our own, Bret 
says. And thats what we're doing 

row. We're all finding our own 
Е to stand оп.” 

Already, a third generation of 
Harts are making themselves known 
in wrestling. Teddy Hart—son of 
Brets sister, Georgia—has dazzled 
audiences, flying around rings in 
ways that even the gifted ON 
( ouldn't have con eptualize« Jim 
Meidharts daughter, NAR has 
impressed Japanese fans with her 
fighting spirit, And Harry Smith— 
named for his great-grandfather- 
15 considered a lock to enter W WE 
one day, honoring the memory of 
his father, Davey Boy Smith. 

"Contrary to what some people 
may think, none of us are bitter 
about the wrestling business," Bret 
says. "I am grateful about where 
| am today and I owe it to the 
wrestling business in general, and 
WWE іп particular, [ve always 
been proud that I had the opportu- | 
nity to come here. I've always been HA EL - ', 
proud of what I accomplished. And E e — мин | 
I'll always be proud that so many | ке | ; RATTEN АТА 5 Dd АГ а WEE 
fans still care about Bret Hart and ХА J ATHER 5 ЕН OVER 
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`\ Бо Oe Wrote, 
some аге born great 


some achieve greamess, and some have greatness thrust 
open them." In the case of Bret Hart, it can be said that 
all three are True, 

Certainly, being born into one of the most cel- 
ebrated families in wrestling history played a big рап 
in shaping him into the legend he would later become. 
Yer his untiring, near-superhuman determination and 
work ethic helped him become the most famous and 
successful member of that family. Then theres the 
remarkable twist of fate that saw him hit the prime of 
his career at Ше exact moment when sports-entertain- 
t was looking for its next great hero. 

All these things conspired to make Bret Hart into the 
figure we know today. The Hit Man. The Excellence 
of Execution. A man who, during an era when lum- 
bering big men ruled the mat, helped turn the tide in 
favor of a more athletic, technical stvle that WWE fans 
had almost Hover seen] before ша main-event level 4 


stvle which has persisted and continues to have an 


influence іп the present day, 





The journey begins іп the wide-open country 
of Western Canada’s Alberta | province. Stampede 





Wrestling is the local religion, and 
the Hart Family 15 royalty, In this 


era of regional wrestling territories, 


family patriarch Stu Hart estab- 
lished his Stampede organization 2% 
not only one of the major promo- 


tions im all of Canada, but m all of 


North America, 

Stu himself. had been one 
Stampedes most popular stars, but 
by the 1970s he was only 
the occasional mering appearance 
So и fell co lus sons—all етсін ol 





the mn—to continue the Hart ЕТТЕ 
ily legacy ret, the third young- 
est, made his wresding debut m 
Stunpede in 1976 at the age of 
IS 1) lis early Years, he spent. a 

(8111 à AS HW AI ТІ ТТН 


e bl ртэл like Georgia 
Wrestling, but 
of his time was spent wrestling for 
his fathers organization, which Ба 


chat point hard grown to encompass 


( ‘hampionship Шен 


м 
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all four of Canada’s western prov- 
mees and even some northern US. 
states such as Montana. 

For a time, Bret formed a success- 
ful гай 
Keith; the two Harts won Stampede х 
International Tag Team titles four 
tines between 1975 and 19850, 
Не captured Calgarys prestigious 
Commonwealth Mid-Heavyweight 
title, 
defeating a fellow Stampede up-and 
comer The Dynamite Kid, From 
1980 ro 19835, he won the Stampede 
North American Championship six 
times-=one of his wins coming over 
Allen Coase, a former Olympic 
bronze medalist in judo who would 
later. compete ш WWE Bad 
News Drown. 


team Wath his older brother 
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the Foundation 
Ву 1954, bre things were hap- 
pening in the wrestling landscape. 


a 
пе 


m. Jd 


Build 










































. ь 
ш а Ex ч 1 ч | 
= ” 
^ u > 
è 






b irl. 


PR 7 get la 










+ Look what yo 


je 


1 ЕС гит шаг ae oe 


• "The Game" is back, and the Raw 
roster had better watch their backs. 


е Monday Night Raw goes back to its 
roots as it returns to USA network. 
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• Сап you ever go home again? Batista 
takes a journey back to his life on the 
streets of DC, before reaching WWE. 


* Tag Teams: Part One of a two-part 
story that looks at tag team history. 
е Melina: Meet SmackDown!'s "It" girl. 
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or order online at 
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WWE, formerly a territory based in 
the northeastern United States, was 
m the process of spreading across 
North America. WWE owner Vince 
MeMahon worked out a deal with 
Stu Hart to purchase the Stampede 
Wrestling territory As part of that 
deal, 27-vear-old Bret, who was 
already quickly becoming the stand- 
out of the Hart boys, was offered а 
WWE contract, 

He first appeared in WWE at the 
end of 1984, a promising young 
Superstar with а squeaky-clean 
age and soft-spoken demeanor, At 
the beginning, he certainly wasnt 
making any waves, and the “fn 
favorite” routine seemed to be get- 
ung him nowhere. [t wasn't until 
the following year, when һе was 
tesmed up with his brother-in-law 
and fellow Stampede alum Jim The 
Anvil” Neidhart under the manage- | CNN ж 
ment of "The Mouth of the South" гэн | x u 
Jimmy Hart, that he really started ш ^ NN e y 
getting noticed. "С Хо 

Bret Hart became Bret Hit Man” ifi N ММ 
Hart, and che (ац team becauie A | АШИ A i 
known as The Hart Foundation. | (и | ШЕЛ 
Chling up his hair and donning lis 1 D Л 
trademark sunglasses for the first | й 
time, Bret allowed much more of 
his natural attitude and charisma to 
shine through as the "Elit Man, Add 
to that Ins already amazing technical 
wrestling. abilitv—not commonly 
wen m WWE at the: time—and 
you had a rookie who was already 
becoming a hot topic among sports- 
entertainment insiders. 

With Neidhart as the burly 
brawler and Hart the consummate 
technician, The Hart Foundation 
was the prototypical tag team, and 
swiftly became one of the domi- 
nant duos of the era. They quickly 
jumped into а heated rivalry with 
nwo other Stampede acquisitions, 
Davey Boy Smith & The Dynamite 
Kid. aka. The British Bulldogs. 
их remembered as possibly the 
greatest Lag team rivalry of all time, 
amd produced matches that are still 
fondly remembered, 

The Hart Foundation also warred 
with such tandems as The Killer 
Bees and The Rougeau Brothers; 
They competed in HrexileMania 2's 
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| WWE/NFL battle royal, and were | 
қ in fact among the final three partici- | 
| pants, only to be eliminated ас the 
f very end by WWE Hall of Famer 
Andre the Giant. 
But it was their ongoing struggle 
with the Bulldogs thar became one 
of WWE's hottest attractions of the 
time. № culminated in January 1987, | 
when The Hart Foundation defeated 
The British Bulldogs to win the | 
World Tag Team Championship, 
For nine months, The Hart 
Foundation reigned as World Tag 
Team Champions. Their cocky 
behavior and rulebreaking ways 
scemed to divide fans; many hated 
them for it, while almost as many 
others began to be intrigued by 
them and attracted to their bad-ass 
approach. They hooked up with dis- 
graced referee “Dangerous” Danny | 
Davis, who became an honorary 
member of the Foundation for a 
| while, and even teamed with them | 
to take on the Bulldogs & Tito | 
Santana at Шелл IM, 

‚ Santana & Danny Spivey and The 
Young Stallions were among the 
f many teams The Hart Foundation 
| defeated. to hold on to their gold, | 
But it was the brand-new duo of № 
Santana € Rack Martel who turned) 
out to have the Foundation’s num- 
ber. Calling themselves Strike Force, 
Santana & Martel toppled The Hart 
Foundation in October 1987. 

Despite the loss, Тһе Hart 
Foundation, and in particular Bree, | 
scemed Cu gam и пиме 11140111011 g 
tum going into 1988, In January, | 
ret Hart was the first entrant into ! 
the inaugural «Royal Re, ^ and 
he stayed in the ring longer than | 
any other participant, Heswas abo: 
the second-to-last “competitor in 
WrestleMania I's battle royal, Where 
he lost out to old Stampede rival 

| Bad News Grown alter an infamous 
double-cross. 

bans уеге акш to The Hart 
Foundation more than ever before, 
And when thev finally fired. their 
conniving manager Jimmy Hart, 
they were fully cmbraced by the 
WWE taithiul This time, with che 

full-support of the fans, they set 
their sights once again on the 
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World Tag Team titles, chen held 
by the fearsome Demolition, And 
although. they were unsuccesstul 
against Ax & Smash at the first 
SunminerSlam, they never lost sight 
of their goal. 

As the 1980s neared a close, 
The Hart Foundation remained 
one of WWE's top tag teams. 
They defeated The Honky Tonk 
Man & Greg “The Hammer 
Valentine (Rhythm ‘и’ Blues) 
WrestleMania V, and the follow- 
ing усаг at. те е Мишна VT, they 
bested Nikolai Volkoff & Boris 
Zhukov (The Bolsheviks} in 19 
seconds. And finally, two vears later 
than they had hoped, The Hart 


BRET BENE 


Foundation regained the World 
Tag Team titles from Demolition 
at SummerSlam "90, 

This time, The Hart Foundation 
held on to their championship for 
seven months. But HrestleMania 
КИ would prove to be a fateful 
night for them, im more than one 


way. First, it was there that they | 


lost their tide in a shocking, upset 
to the recently arrived Nasty Boys. 


But unbeknownst to fans at the 8 
it would be the last time 


tune. 
Bret "Hit Man" Hart & Jim “Тһе 
Anvil” Neidhart would ever team 


together. Quietly, without fanfare. 


The Hart Foundation went their 
separate ways. 
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Autographed Stone Cold Steve Austin Beer Can. 
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The Pink & Black Attack 
Goes Solo 

Оп hs own for the first time 
in six years, Bret Hart seized the 
opportunity to become 
WWE breakout singles stars. 
Retaining his “Hit Man” per- 
sona despite the demise. of the 
Foundation, һе capitalized on the 
momentum the team’s popularity 
had given him. Now that his flaw- 
less skills would be put on full dis- 
play, fans and insiders alike couldn't 
help but notice him. 

Ac SummerSlam "ЭТ at Madison 
square Garden, Hart solidified 
his status as a major player 
by winning the Intercontinental 
Championship. from Mr. Perfect 
in a landmark, elassic match. 
was а sign of things to come, and 
with each and every title defense, 
Hart demonstrated a type of pure 
wrestling ability that was very dif- 
ferent from what was Commonly 
seen in the era of Hulk Hogan and 
Ultimate Warrior. 

Harts first Intercontinental tithe 
reign came to ап abrupt and unex- 
pected end in January. 1992, when 
The Mounte (Jacques Rougeau, 
formerly of The Kougeau Brothers) 
defeated Бит at an untelevised 
event two days before the Royal 
Rumble, Although battling through 
the flu at the cme, Hart refused 
to make excuses, and once he was 
back in ring shape, he got back in 
the hunt. 

But the man hed have to go 
through со get the tide back 
would be a longtime family friend, 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper, who had 
been trained by Stu Hart in the 
infamous Dungeon and knew Bret 
since he was à teenager, was now 
the Intercontinental Champion. 
Ac H'resile Mania VIII, they met in 
a match that stole the show, and in 
the end, the “Hit Man” emerged 
with both the title and Pipers 
respect, 

As SummerSlam rolled around 
again, Hart once more found him- 
self in an epic struggle. This time, 
it was with his brother-in-law and 
former tag-team rival, Davey Boy 
Smith, The rivalry between the 
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one of 








higher than it was the night they 
battled over the Intercontinental 
Championship before 78,000 fans 
in Londons historic Wembley 
Stadium. Some have called it the 


amily finest. pure wrestling 
apart, and pee was de emotion ома 
credit of both men that the match 


M. 
5%, 


match in 
Е history, and it is to the 





ended. with the two men celebrat- 
ing together. The family was healed, 
but Bret had also lost his second 
and final Intercontinental title. 














| The Best There Is 
| Ву this ane, Hart had been a solo 
competitor for nearly a year and а 
half, and was already easily among 
WWE’ mos popular Superstars. 
But he had. yet to ascend that one 
final level, tor the very top echelon 
of n the sports-entertainmen ladder. 
although | most would have 
ed that it was going to happen 
5 eventually, none could have ргс- 
| dicted the ay y it Would occur. 
NS v aed a: ma match 
n Sas atehewan that had 
or hype and was 
ES even асе «d Кын Hart took 
on the WWE Champion, “Nature 
"Boy" Ric Flair. Despite the lack of 
build-up.to the match, Hart took 
full advantage of the golden oppor- 
tunity and upset Flair to win his first 
WAVE Championship, When he was 
announced A the HEW ch: ampon 
the following weekend on WWE 
television, Most fans had по idea 
that the tile had changed hands. 
Nevertheless, most were ecstatic to 
learn the news, 
- After 16 m ob competition 
and eight years in WWE, Hart 
had finally ma de it to the top of 
Ше mountain. Right out of the 
паре. и was clear that WWE now 
“had a Dew kind of champion, 
` With the notable. exception of 
Bob Backlund, most major WWE 
C hampions had been big brawlers 
E on pure power than 
scientific wrestling: technique. Hart 
represented. а clean break, a no- 
nonsense кесі tical champion the 
likes of which had been commonly 
seen. the past in places like the 
ў NWA or the AWA, but not раг- 
“ticularly i in WWE, Harts title reign 
| represented а distinct change in the 
WWE product, and seemed a big 
gamble at the time. 
"Furthermore, with the absence 
| from the roster of Superstars like 
Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Warrior and 
Randy Savage, the door was wide 
open for а new main-eventer го 
step through and make а name 
for himself. There was an obvious 
void waiting to be filled, and Hart 
would be the first man to fill ic. И 
was à new era, and Bret Hart would 
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be the forerunner of what would 
come to be known as “The New 
WWE Generation. 

For nearly six months, Bret 
proudly defended the top prize in 
the game. Не beat Shawn Michaels 
in their first main event against one 
another at the 1992 Survivor Series, 
and Razor Ramon two months later 
at the Royal Rumble. 

In April 1993 һе walked into 
WrestleMania IN asthe defending 
WWE Champion. His challenger 
was the бї-ройпа Yokozuna, who 
used a combination of his own for- 
midable girth and the shady tactics 
of his manager, Mr. Fuji, to rob the 
“Ни Man” of the gold. 

It would be a full year before Hart 
would once again wear the WWE 
Championship. In the meantime, 
he would win the inaugural King of 
the Ring pay-per-view tournament 
in June, and embark on a white- 
hot rivalry with Jerry “The King” 
Lawler, who had made T full-time 
hobby out of insulting the entire и 
Hart Family. Bret. remained pre- 
occupied with Lawler for many 
months, even ungling with “The 
King” one-on-one at SummerSlam. 

Whether or not Lawler’ influ= 
ence Һай: taken: из toll on fhe 
stability of the Harts is debatable, 
bur nevertheless, as 1993 came to 
a close, there appeared a growing 
dissension between Bret and his 
younger brother and fellow WWE 
Superstar Owen Ha de do? 

Several of th Hart 
ег» had teamed | together 
Survivor Series, where 
standing ignited some bac 
between the two. Then, at 
Rumble, where they challeng 
Quebecers for the World Tag 


Owen had i a a in. 










the ring, which kicked off perhaps. Е? 


the most famous brother vs. ‚brother 
rivalry i in WWE history. 
Claiming that Bree was selfishly — 


become the greatest Hart of all, 
Owen became а major thorn in his 
brothers side. At Иле Маша X, the 
very night chac Hart regained the 
WWE Championship from Yokozuna 


overshadowing him, and vowing to bh. 


u н 


аша, 
Мн 


at Madison Square Garden, it was 
Owen who handed Bret a shock- 
ing loss earlier in the show. The “Hi 
Man” may have been the champion 
agn, but the loss left some unan- 
swered questions, 

Brets second WWE Championship 
reign turned out to be the longest 
of his career, Even with constant 
antagonism from Chwen—who even 
recruited Brets old tag team partner 
Jim Neidhart as an ally —the “Hit 
Man" took on and defeated all com- 
ers to cement his reputation as the 
gamest WWE Champion ever up to 
that point in time, The Hart vs. Hart 
war came to a head at SummerSlam, 
where Bret defeated Owen in a blis- 
tering Steel Cage March. 

It would not be Owen Hart, 
but the man Owen next put his 
influence behind, former WWE 
Champion Bob Backlund, who 
would finally unseat Bret. At the 
1994 ТТТ Senes, in a “Towel 

Match" in. whieh the loser would be 
_ the man whose corner threw in the 
` towel for him, Owen convinced his 
mother Helen Hart, seated ringside, 
to throw 1 in the towel on behalf of 
Bret. Owens ploy worked, and Bret | 
Was ‚once aen an ex-champion. 
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Another ІШІ year passed before 
Hart got the championship back, 
Thus ume, he spent the months eve- 
ning some old scores with the likes 
of Lawler, Owen and Backlund, ах 
well as taking some shots against the 
reiening WWE Champion, Diesel. He - 
beat Backlund in an “I Quit" Match  _ 
at WrestleMania ХР and hunmuliared 
Lawler in a “Kiss My Foot” Match a 
19958 А king оре Ким. Не even took 
the ume to tangle with opponents. 
like Hakushi, Jean-Pierre [айе and 
Dr. Isaac Yanke 1 21 

Alter m onths of pursuit Та 
finally got the better of Diesel at 
the Survivor Series to ta 
Championship for a thi 
Тоше теди eign ЕДИ 









Undertaker Davey 23: a 
former champ Diesel, cun he 
clashed with, inside a steel cage at 
WWE In Your House VI The "Hit — 
Man" even faced neweomer Hunter 
Hearst-Helimstey он 7 ми, 
Raw in March 19% 

Ву this time, had ie 


for while that Ч uf m = 
вы à iere Lum another 














dominant competitor of е ё 
Shawn Michaels. Another ¡Ane taig 
team specialist who had come into 
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his own as a solo star, Michaels also 
represented the more athletic мус 
of the 1990, and had been gather- 
ing steam, as well as championships, 
lor years, There was a natural ani 

ИУ between the two men tha 














translated into one de quintessen- 
| tal rivalries in WWE history. 

Ге two future legends collided 
ın a 60-пипи Iron Man Match at 
Илеше Mamia XI, wich Brees WWE 
Championship on the line, After а 
full hour wath no falls, и took а хич 
B den-death overtime round to allow 
Michaels to моге the one fall that 
would make him WWE Champion 
for the first time. Dejected over the 
loss and needing some time away 
from che nng to collect 11117019 
Hart disappeared from WWE tor 
mone than half a year. 
















































Comebäck and Controversy 

During. his time off, Bret contem- 
plated | jumping ship to WCW, which 
at the time was gaining moment - 





E well as former WWE Superstars— 


thanks tothe success of Monday Nitro. 
But he ultimately decided to remain 
loyal to WWE, and was offered an 
unprecedented 20-vear contract. 

He returned to television in the 
fall of 1996, this time to answer the 
es gf oo ку, ЗУсролса NEW 





| шилж аў Stone Cold 
Sive 0 n. The Texas Rattlesnake 
had no respect for the legacy Hart 
had created, and Austin insulted him 


numerous times оп TV until the 
“Ни Man" had no choice but to 
respond. At Madison Square Garden 
ас Survivor, Series, they met for che 


first ume in the ring. And although 
Hart scored the victory that night. 
the War was far from over. 

Stone Cold refused to stop antago- 


nizing Bret, targeting him with sin- 
‘gle-minded fury. At the Royal Rumble, 


Hart eliminated Austin from. the 
Rime match, but Austin re-entered 
the ring without the reterees nóticing, 
eliminated Bret, and went on to win 








the match himself. In February, after 
Hart had claimed the vacant WWE 
Championship by winning a four- 
man elimination match at MIE In 
Your House: Final Four, Austin caused 
the “Hit Man" to lose the title. the 
following day on Raw when he inter- 
fered in his match against Sycho Sid. 

The bitter battle of wills was com- 
ing to an explosive head, and so it was 
inevitable that it would be settled at 
WrestleMania 13, Needless to sav, the 
match—an "I Quit” Match—was 

brural, bloody affair, which was 
to be expected, What wasn't to be 
expected, however, was the wav it 
changed both mens careers. 

Austin, trapped in геге signature 
Sharpshooter, refused to submit, and 
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the referee stopped the match after he 
blacked out due to the pain. A vengetul 
"Hit Many” not satisfied with his vic- 
tory, proceeded. то batter Stone Cold 
with a chair. When the smoke cleared, 
the two Superstars had switched roles: 
Austin’s tenacity and attitude had 
transformed him into the most popu- 
lar Superstar in WWE, while Harts 


bitterness and complaining had caused 


the fans to turn on him. 
Finding himself the object of fans’ 


scorn for the first time since the 
Hart Foundation days, Bret sought 


to insulate himself by forging a 
new Hart Foundation. He recruited 
former partner Neidhart, as well as 
brother-in-law Davey Boy Smith, 
Stampede crony Brian Pillman and 





Owen, the bröiher Же”, fina 
reconciled with, The revived Har 
Foundation continued to: wage war 
with Austin, even ta King on him and 
his team im Сатан t WIFE | и Your 
House: Canadian 2722 E 





Once Austin became | embroiled 


in his famous struggle with Vince 


McMahon, Hart was once again з 


able to return his attention to the 
WWE Championship, at that time 


around the waist of Undertaker, 
The “Hit Man" and “the Deadman” 
“faced off at SummerSlam 797, where 


Hart won his fifth and final WWE 
Championship, With Bret as WWE 
Champion, and Owen & the Bulldog 
as World Tag Team champs, the Hart 
Foundation was riding high. 
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They became зо content thal 
they began spent mos American 
rhetoric on a regular basis, enraging 
ЦУ fans more than ever. In Canada, 
however, the group. was Lauded as 
heroes by fans, Never before m WWE 
history were the opinions of fans so 
polarized across geopolitical Ines. 

Lit as lar as controversy goes, noth- 
my in Bret Harts career—or perhaps 
mwone ches—could ever match 
what happened at the infamous 1997 
хапе Senes m Montreal, Brets last 
nieht in WWE, Vince McMahon had 
decided that Hark усаг contract 
Was no longer practic al, and wave the 

“Hu Man” permission. to. negotiate 
with WOW Hart and WOW quickly 
cime tò an agreement on terms for 
a contract, and as a result, McMahon 
needed to ensure that Hart would 
his WWE Championship, and 
quickly. During Brets Survivor 
Series title defense against Shawn 
Michaels, the charman saw to it 
that once Michaels trapped Hart in 
а Sharpshooter, referee Earl Hebner 
called for a submission, even though 
Bret never gave up. 

Alter a backstage tussle with 
McMahon, Hart completely and 
abruptly severed all ties with WWE 
alter 15 incredible years, Furious over 
what became known as the “Montreal 
Incident," he joined WOW, where he 
debuted atthe beginning ol 1995, 


Where the Big Boys Play 


At the height ol в Monday Night 


n ғы” 


War. one of WWE greatest Superstars. 


ol all tine was now working for the 
competition. For longtime fans, it was 
nearly unthink; ible. Amd although thie 

“Ни Man” tried to continue where 


he lett off, his years in WCW never > 


came close to what he accomplished 
during his WWE career. 

Upon entering the company, he 
first crossed paths with an old nemesis, 
Ки Flair, im what may have been his 
most memorable WOW rivalry, He 
defeated Diamond Dallas. Page on a 
July edition of Nitro to win the vacant 
United States Championship, then 
traded the title back and forth with 
Lex Luger the following month. In 
October, Page reclaimed the gold, but 
lret came back i in November to win 
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it For a third tune, In the meantime, 
he lad the opportunity to compete 
for the first time against such other 
WCW ЩИ 4s Booker T, Sung 
and die Grant (a ka; Big Show), 

Alter losing the U.S. nile to Roddy 
Piper | in February 1999, a series of 
incidents led to Bret taking: а pro- 
longed sabbatical from the ring. First, 
he suffered à severe groin injury. And 
then, on May 23, the most unimagi- 
nable tragedy of Brets life occurred 
when his brother Owen was. tragi- 
cally Killed: during а stunt gone ter- 
ribly wrong at WWE'S Over he Edge 
pay-per-view, Bret grieved over the 
loss of his brother for many months, 
and developed even more disdain 
for his former company and former 
employer m the process, 

When he finally returned to action 
in October, the thing: first and tore- 
most on his mind was paying tribute 
to Owen. Inthe very same building 
where Owen had died, the Kemper 
Arena in Kansas City, Missouri, Bret 
Hart and Chris Benoit—a man who 
had idolized the Harts and was: a, 
Stampede veteran hiniselt— engaged. 
moa match: that was their way of. 
paying respect to Owen. Tt was "u 
pure, scientific matchup, а throw- 7 4 | 
back to a bygone era, and іп Ше — 
end, helped раме Bret some kind of. 
catharsis after the terrible loss, 

Ву the end of the mouth, Hart was 
once again. in possession. of the U.S. 
Championship atter beating Goldberg 
оп Nite, but he vacated the title just 
a week later in order to take part in 
а tournament that was being held to. 
decide a new WCW Champion. He 
advanced to the finals of the tourna- 
ment, and at the Mayfrem- pay 
view іп November, he defeated Benoit = 
to Win his first WOW am 
The milestone win made him 
of only а handful to hy ve won Work (3 
titles in both WWE аг id OW 

To further add to thea accomplish de 
ment, in December, Hart joined. — 
forces with Goldberg to beat Cre wive | 

Control on Thunder and take the | 
WCW World Tag Team titles, mak- 
ing the "Hit Man” a double cham- 
pion for the first time in his career. 
It would be the last in-ring achieve- 
ment Bret would ever know. 






























































One week alter winning it, Hart 
& Goldberg lost the Tag Team titles 


to Scott Hall & Kevin Nash. Then, 


at Stantade 99, Hart would aston- 
ishingly suffer three concussions 
alter being kicked in the head 
by Goldberg during their mam- 
event match. A serious case ol post- 
concussion syndrome followed, 
and it soon became apparent that 
the injury would end his career. 
On January 16, 2001, Bret. "Hit 
Aan” Hart relinquished the WCW 
Championship, and гейге trom 
wrestling for good. 


Back Where He Belongs 
Alter retiring, Hart kept himself 
busy making personal appearances 
and attending various independent 
wrestling events as a special guest. 
In 2002, та delayed alter-etleet of 
his concussions, he suffered а stroke 
while riding his bicvele, further driv- 
mp home the gravity of the injury 
and the finality of his retirement, 
, Despite: such an unexpected and 
unfortunate coding, Bret Harts 25 


year wrestling career stands as one of 


the greatest in the history of wrestling. 
The 13 years that he spent in WWE 
made han a household name and a 
hero to millions. Yet for years, the 
bad blood between Нап and Vinee 
McMahon seemed цо indicate that 
Bret would never доли return to 
the place where he had become the 
“Ни Man” 

Вис alter years of ЛИ nego- 
tatıons, that all changed in August 
2005, when Hart and McMahon 


met for the first time im eight years, 


and Hart agreed to participate in 
the making of his historic three-disc 
DVD ser, Bret Hart: The Best There 
Is, The Best There Was, The Best There 
Ever Will Be. The agreement opened 
the door to what hopetully wall be 
а renewed and ongoing relationship 
between WWE and one of its great- 
est Superstars of all time. 

This ts something for which Brets 
legions of loyal fans had been hop- 
ing for wears, but never dared to 
believe they'd see, Now, their hero 
can finally enjoy the tribute he 
richly deserves. Ас long last, Bret 
"Hit Man" Hart is home again, Y 
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| dach | ed ‘i MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 

‚Mi ез sThat,Defined| 1 7/13/1985 | 
ЕхЕейс of Exec си оп. | | The battles between The Hart 
же ву Jeremy Brown] | Foundation and The British 
2 | Bulldogs were some of the most 
| Bist: Hart was more than a great wrestler. He was | defining wrestling wars of the 
an artist, and the ring was his canvas. Night after 19808, This bout brought the 
night, in arenas around the world, Bret strode into | four Stamped@ Wrestling alums: 
the ring and never failed to give fans anything less | together in ди Оазис confronta- 
than 100 percent. Even today, Superstars and fans | tion that ES sche greatest 
` alike speak of Hart's matches in hushed, reverential |  2Шо2 20 DD 

tones. Those who were lucky enough to get into the | سس‎ 
ring with him or to see him compete understand | 
that they were a part of something special. For 


those who may never have had the chance to see | 


the “Hit Man” in action, or for those wishing to | 
` relive the glory days, here is a collection of some | 
" ‚of Bret Hart’s finest moments. KIDY | 


мат 


| 
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The historic first meeting 
between Bret Hart and Shawn 
Michaels. At the time this match 
happened, The Rockers were an 
up-and-coming tag team look- 
ing to make а name for them- 
selves. The Hart Foundation. оп 
the other hand, were а well-estab- 
lished, well-oiled machine. When 
these two teams met for the first 
time, everyone knew sparks would 


fly. And indeed they did, with 
the match resulting in a double- 
disqualification following interier- 
епсе from Demolition that led го a 
sıx-man brawl Іп the ring 
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8/26/1991 


— |t was an incredible display 
lof technical skill and wrestling 

know-how when these two mat 
technicians collided at Madison’ 
Square Garden. Although: Perfect 
was nursing a bad back, he and || 
| Bret Lo 110 percent for the | 
г mix o E was 
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RINGTONES 
VOICETONES 
WALLPAPERS 


FOR YOUR MOBILE PHONE 
Only at WWE.com 
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LX DOE PUDO 
INTERCONTINENTAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH 
SUMMERSLAM 
8/29/1992 
In London, England, it was а hero's 
homecoming for Davey Boy Smith, 3 
.К.а. the British Bulldog, when he ЛЖ m. 
beat Bret for the Intercontinental ы — DW 
title, ending Harts second tite ШЕГЕН | T 

run. Although Bret lost the bout, 

he did пос make it easy for the 

Bulldog. After locking Bulldog into 

the Sharpshooter, Вге(з atcempt at Mor T 
a sunset Пір ended in his being 
pinned. In the end, however, the 
two opponents embraced in a true 
display of class, 
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Pat гараг! off again 3 in ahisi 
semifinal match to determine | 
the King of the Ring for 1993. | 
Although Bret won the bout (and | 

ing of the Ring). Perfect gave | 
| him an ineredible fight, making 
| ORE UNS sveise of Wee cu | 
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BRET. HART vs. 
(OWEN! HART 


по “only for its Шин 
р Шегіс display, but for one 
oder of a finish. Bret was 
gearing up for a title match later 
an the evening. шин EUER Lex | 








JOHN CENA 
THE CHAMP 
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Bret Harts third title reign began 
in spectacular style in Landover, 
yland.. After facing Diesel sev- 
eral times before. 
winner, Bret finally 
and walked away 


WWE CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH 


withthe WWE 





Championship. On ап interest 
mp side note, it was one of the 
first matches in which the Spanish 
announcers table was destroyed, 
ап Incident that occurs quite fre- 
quently today. 


BRIEN Miu i D DOG 
WWE CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH 
WWE IN YOUR HOUSE 
12/17/1995 


Although Bret and the Bulldog 
were brothers-in-law and had long 
been friends, Davey Boy returned 
from WCW with an axe to grind, 


The two began teuding and the end 


result was this b oodv, horrific con- 
Lest, Ultimately, Bret м alked АМГАУ 
retaining his WWE Ch: imp nship. 
Later, һе and the Bulldog would 
mend fences and reform The Hart 
with Jim Neidhart 
Owen Hart and Brian Pillman. 
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OWEN HART TRIBUTE | MATCH 
MONDAY NITRO 10/4/1999 


A must-see for many reasons, 
[n the wake of his brother Owen's 
tragic death, Bret faced Benoit, а 
longtime friend of Owens, ІП à 
match that was meant as a celebra- 
поп of Owen’ life. Wrestling in 
the Kansas City arena where Ow en 
clied, the (wo men gave 11 their all 
in the ring. К was a moving, tear ful 
and spellbinding r tribute to a legend 
that left us too soon. % 











(and that’s only part of the heartbreak) 
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223 tion of the city prompts WWE fans 


=}, to describe the incident that still | was ar the peak of his fame, a true 
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LOOKING BACK ON THE MOST TALKED-ABOUT | 
22202 + IN WW STORY" 
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whole thing? 

Probably not—ziven the power- 
to nod their heads in understand- | ful personalities of the individuals 
ing. No other words are needed | involved. In 1997, the “Hit Man” 


Eight years later, the very men- 
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incites debate—and induces con- Canadianhero. And Vince McMahon 

fusing answers even from those ТОО Mr. McMahon. 

who've responded to questions Even now, after Bret and 

about Bret Harts controversial McMahon have calmed down 

title loss dozens, if not hundreds, enough LO acknowledge each oth- 

of times, ers contributions to both the indus- 
Мо other word is needed to try and each other's legacy, there's 
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commence the conversation other alw ays a small undercurrent from № 
than “Montreal.” Montreal rippling, ready to upend H 

Did Vince McMahon screw Bret the delicate truce. It doesnt matter E 
Hart? Did Shawn Michaels screw that now, the company is divided $ 


Раде rd 


Bret Hart? Did referee Earl Hebner into distinct brands, championships 
|| screw Bret Hart? Did Bret Hart have changed dozens of times, and 
screw Bret Hart? the sports-entertainment world has $ 
Were Vince McMahon's efforts had to come to terms with a pleth- + 

to protect the WWE Championship ora of other controversies. 


from falling into the wrong hands It seems no one will ever forget 
justified? Or did the WWE the 1997 Survivor Serios, 
chairman not play fair with one Ironically, a few short weeks 


of his most loyal Superstars? Did before the notorious event, Bret 
the “Hit Man" make a wise choice | believed that he was going to be 
by abruptly cutting his ties to | associated with WWE for lite. To 
WWE after the incident? Or could ! this day, he recognizes the role that 
Hart and McMahon have found | the company played in transtorm- 
a middle ground beforehand that 1 ing him from a Calgary phenom to 
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an international sensation. 

In WWE, Hart competed in 
MWWresteManias, won the Inter- 
continental and Tag Team titles, 


amd became World champion five E 


(ШІН, 
Kids filled arenas, them hair wet. 
sporting shades like their favorite 
Superstar, Young people in wrestling 
schools fantasized about becoming 
the next “Excellence of Execution.” 
Bret had її 
the Calgary. Su, and co-owned a 
junior hockey team—adorned with 
his pink-and-black ring colors and 
ариу named the Calgary Hit Men. 
It was all because of WWE, and 
Bret not only accepted it, but reveled 
in it, Because of their idol, fans of 
Stu Harts old Stampede promotion 
hal become WWE devotees, and 
Canada was now a WWE nation. 

и didn’t seem to matter that, 
simultaneously, billionaire Ted 
Turner had funneled his money Lo 
л crafty entrepreneur named Егіс 
Bischoff to undermine WWE, 
amd supplant it with his own 
i DR пу, WOW. 


his own column 
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While many Rem still viewed 52 Ayi 

IWEW as a primarily regional pro- ¿EN 

улың 

motion, under Bischoff $ steward- 1222 

ship. the organization was gaming hs 

! momentum. It snatched up WWE |n 

ıı mainstays such as Hulk Hogan, Hs 

# | “Macho Man” Randy Savage, Kevin Hs 

8i Nash and Scott Hall. Bret kept up ПО 

; with the dramatics—in and out of км 

1 the ring—in WCW, but it appeared И Ёё 
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| 

to have little impact on him. | 
Unul WCW came knocking on | 

{ 


his door, 
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In late 1990, WCW made an | 
enticing offer——so enticing that the | хир 
“Ни Man” had to хор and con- (2222 
sider. But WWE wanted Hart as ie 
well, and when their discussions Пади 
ended, Bret vowed to remain with Т 
WWE for the duration of his wres- 255298 
ding days, and as a front-office Mani 


employee upon retirement. аа) 
Hart was so resolute in his ete 
decision that he went on Raw to Ө 
proclaim и. Не wasnt like other 2 
Superstars who went for the money, 2222 
he emphasized, His relationship 7. 


with WAVE was personal, 
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In the months that followed, 2 
the “Ни Man” became one of the 7 
most fascinating figures in sports- 
entertainment. At WresileMania 
13, in a grueling Submission 
Match, he defeated Stone Cold 
Steve Austin after Austin passed 
out rather than quit to Brets 
vaunted Sharpshooter, In the pro- 
cess, fans who'd previously jeered 
Austin changed their collective 
attitude, They admired the Texas 1 
Rattlesnake for his courage and @ 
took him into their hearts. Л 

At the same time, Hart was | 
displaying a side of himself that 
shocked some of his supporters. 
He began to make anti-American 
statements in his interviews—com- & 
ments that made him something 
гр of a pariah in the United States. № 
> But the “straight talk" also turned $ 
"= him into an even greater hero in 22 
| Canada—a hero who promised to | 
never let his countrymen down. i 
A^ But the WCW issue never quite 
20! went away. Hart says that when |: 
5, WWE reconsidered an earlier 
money offer, McMahon encour- 77 
aged him to speak to WCW, 3 17 
then settle for the better deal, їп 
the fall of 1997, WCW came up: 
with a dollar figure that WWE? б 
=; couldn't match. With reserva- Е 
tions, Hart agreed to depart from 2 
the organization. 

"| just figured at the time that & 
someday, I would just finish up ту 
run with WOW so I could return | & 
41! to WWE." he says. “That was one | 
41 of the things | stressed to Vinee ¿| 
the day [everything] happened. I| 
didn't want to leave. And I never | 
71 really expected it to be that bad. | 
| Right up until the day it happened, 
So ETE still thought of Vince [more] as 
a father-figure and a friend than 

*! anything else.” 

| Bwt friendship is one thing, 
and business is another. Although 
McMahon respected Hart's choice, 
he now had to guard his own 
interests. After all, Bret was now 
going to work for Eric Bischoff, 
а man whose entire life's purpose 
appeared to be obliterating WWE. 
What made the situation even 
more precarious for McMahon was 
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ithe fact that Hart happened to be 
the WWE Champion. What if the 
“Ни Man ^ appeared оп WCW 
ttelevision with the WWE title? 
| Vinee wasnt being paranoid. 
The year before, Alundra Blayze 
had done that very thing when she 
al defected to WCW with the WWE 
31i Women's title. Of course, Hart was 
За different type of competitor—he 
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P I had a deep- seated respect lor wres- 
ne a 

= q al history and “for the WWE 


tide, But McMahon believed that 
¡She couldn't take any chances. 
Somehow or other, he was going 
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oh ` 13 sto get that championship away from 
3 ‘the “Hit Man.” 
There was one big problem: 


t Hart was scheduled to defend the 
gue against Shawn Michaels at 
+ Survivor Series. It was no secret that 
Hart and Michaels disliked each 
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„те“ ‘Hit Man” would do whatever 
Ве could to prevent Michaels from 
Бас сода | Hi j king the title away from him in 
-— - | ithe ring in his native Canada. 

Hart had his own ideas about how 
he wanted to handle the sticky situ- 
sation, including voluntarily relin- 
ШЕ it to McMahon on televi- 
‚sion, Hart would praise che com- 
pany, and apologize to American 
‘fans for comments about their coun- 
try. In the “Hit Man's" mind, this 
would enable him to leave WWE 
fon a positive note, and begin his 
гепиге in WCW wich a clean slate. 
But he needed to bear Shawn 
Michaels in Montreal first. 
McMahon wanted the champi- 
fonship sooner. He'd been screwed 
5 Бу friends before, he reasoned. He 
wouldn't be a victim again. So he 
1 came up with his own way to pro- 
* cure it. 

Hart was wise enough to under- 
stand chat something was amiss, 
“I had some sense that some- 
F thing was up," he says. “Bue I just 
Ы it would be like the w ду 
| the NFL tried to screw over Joe 
! Montana in the last couple of years 
| he had left. I don't think my posi- 
tions were that inflexible that we 
couldn't have worked out some- 
thing more suitable to making both 
sides happy.” 








A E a 


TEN Pai a айі. В °F “т 





Ting Te "чш: REN CR. iba. A AA ¡dario سے سیت‎ 
mda NUR че“ og ty нрави рекет ча, чын; — ع‎ РР ML URTEIL мра. ИВ. CT тал 





BRETWHART 


Mocher for a number of reasons, and © 
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The day betore the ҚЫРЛАР | А 
_ Series, he approached the scheduled $ 
1 referee, Earl Hebner: 

"E said, ‘I think they're gonna 
ask vou tomorrow to screw me over 
in this match,” And I remember he 
‘related to me that that would never 
| ipee He swore that he would never 
(Чо it. Не gave me such certainty that 
Hi everything else that happened carlier 
{that day wasnt worrying me. I didn't 
me tO worry about the referee; he 
was my friend. It's | just that Vince was 
(his bigger friend [faughis]." 

As sincere as Hebner might have 
|| been during their conversation, the 
i referee didn't work for Bret Hart. He 
| worked for Vince McMahon. And 
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| WWE tle: 

To ensure this, McMahon, who 
served as WWE's play-by-play com- 
mentator, chose not to announce 
the main event. Instead, he'd sit 
next to the timekeeper and imple- 
ment a plan that he'd later insist 328 
1 would safeguard the “time-honored I 
! traditions" of the industry. | 

Tensions were running high at 
| the Molson Centre—in the dress- | 12999 
| ng room and elsewhere. To antag- | 2 ШИ 
ionize the Canadian crowd before | ЮЕ 
EE Ше match, Michaels feigned wip- | £i 
| "ARA TREND APER AUS 2277 are Sees ing his rear and blowing his nose 
———————— ÀHáÓ "€ У ӨТӨГ Пар 
| ия Io start the match, the “Ни 
4 Man” battered his rival at ringside, | 
then the two brawled in the stands, | 
" The crowd swarmed around НВК, 
seemingly poised to attack. But Bret 4 
8 appeared to have such command of pig 
© the battle that the spectators chose ii 
і to allow the champion to handle 
his challenger his own way. 

But in the ring, Hebner—the isle 
of objectivity in whom Hart was 
relving—was suddenly knocked out 
when Michaels pulled the official 
in front of him to block a double 
sledgehammer from the ropes. In 
the collision, the “Ни Man” fell 
to the mat, and Shawn stood over 
him, grabbing the champion's legs 
and tying them up in Brers own 
move, the Sharpshooter. 

As Hart struggled, it became 
obvious why McMahon had situated 
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himself next to che timekeeper. 
Hebner immediately called for the: 
bell, and McMahon also ordered 
the timekeeper to ring it. 
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I ^ 
ropes and spat on McMahon. Then, | 


Hart smashed television equipment 
at ringside until being restrained 


| by his brother, Owen, and broth- 


It seemed like a bizarre request; | ers-in-law, Davey Boy Smith and 


Hart hadn't submitted. 

“Ring те бей!” 
shouted, 

The timekeeper did as he was 
ШИН Bret was reversing 
the maneuver. Hebner raised the 
“Heartbreak Kid's". hand before 
bailing out of the ring. As Hart 
contemplated the sight of his 
rival walking back to the dressing 
room, hoisting the championship 


McMahon | 


Тато, the “Hit Man" realized the | 


title had been, as far as he was | 


concerned, stolen. 
Irate, he stomped over to the 


i 


Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart. Hart 


then went from corner to corner, 
writing out "WOW" in the air 
with his finger. 

Вис he also made a sign- 
language gesture to his fins, stress- 
ing his love for them. 


Backstage, McMahon didn't 
hide from his angry, former friend. 
When Vince entered the “Ни 


Man's" locker room to explain his 
decision-making, Hart replied with 
а punch to the Јама blow Vince 
sad he was willing to take on 


behalf of his company. 


ет 


== 


BE ғатты ma ie A A 4а 


Е 
ЕЕЕ Lf, г # :! 


Then, the two parted ways 


1 seemingly forever. 


4 
I 


For the rest of his tenure in 
WWE, Earl Hebner would be 
greeted. in Canada with chants 
of, "You screwed Bret.” In the 
ensuing years, both Hart and 
McMahon have grown to value 
their time together before the 1997 


Surrnpor Series, Like baseball Hall of 


Famer Yogi Berra, who returned 
Yankee Stadium to be hon- 
ored despite his differences with 
owner George Steinbrenner, Bret 
has begun the process of mending 
his relationship with McMahon 


po 


| and with WWE. 


a 


But sull, in some ways, Montreal 
hasn't gone away. And perhaps it 
never wall, 
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WWE since 1997. Shortl 


with us for his first interview with a WWE 
Не spoke at length, and pulled по punches. 


in-depth interview we've ever printed. 


Wi: Lets start with the question 
that’s got to be on everyone's mind, 
What led to your decision to work with 
ИГИГЕ. again? 

Ww: Theres a very important 
comment that Vince makes at the 
beginning of the DVD about how 
we both really did this for the fans. 
Both he and I wanted to make sure 
the fans always had something to 
remember me by. It came about 
through thinking of the fans, 


VE: Was there anything that Vince 
MeMahon did leading up to this that led 


you fo believe that this would be possible? 


мр: We had been talking about а 
project like this before I ever left the 


company, We were talking about 
doing an anthology back when The 
Beatles were doing their Anthology. 
I never thought Га ever get the 
respect 1 was due for what | con- 
tributed. When Vince called me in 
the hospital when I had my stroke, 
despite the many problems I had to 
deal with at the time, one of the 
first things I said to him was, Td 
like to do something to contribute 
to our history. | don't want to be 
forgotten.” That had always been a 
sore spot for me. I didn't want peo- 
ple to forget the things 14 done. 
That's really what this is all about. 
When I had my stroke [in 2002], 
| was a miserable wreck of a human 


THE "HIT MÀ 
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AND SHOOT 


Interview By Brian Solomon 









ев one of the most intriguing figures in sports- 
entertainment history. He was one of WWE's greatest 
superstars of all time, virtually disappeared from the 

=i scene for years, and yet never lost the passionate fan 
following and good will that made him a legend. Until the 
production of his DVD set The Best There Is, 
The Best There Ever Will Be, Bret Hart hadn’ 


The Best There Was, 


t had any dealings with 
y after the completion of the DVD, Bret sat down 
publication in over eight years. 
The result is the longest and most 


being, very devastated. It was a 
full-on stroke, 1 lost everything, all 
the feeling on my left side. I was in 
a wheelchair for three months, 
Within the first 12 hours that 
| was in [the hospital], mv phone 
rang. lt was Vince. He gave me 
a bit of a pep talk, and as bad 
as things were between me and 
Vince, I really appreciated the fact 
that he called me that day, and 
| never really forgot it. I always 
thought that was the first sign of 
à truce between us. I had more 
of an open mind after that. As 1 
recovered from my stroke, I said 
goodbye to a Їюг of the baggage I 
was carrying around that I didn't 
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need to, including Owen's death. 
It was time for me to live my life 
in a more productive way—to quit 
wearing my heart on my sleeve апа 
just remember the good things. 


eL: What kept уон away for all 
these years? 

ap: A lot of pride. The thing that 
happened to me that day in Montreal. 
People ask, what was going through 
your head? Well, one of the thoughts 
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in my head was that I would never, 
ever, сиг do anything with WWE 
again. Not that they were asking me 
ro at that time, either. | felt then chat 
everything that | had ever had was 
torn down and would be erased. 


WE: You just couldn't let go of that 
orginal promise that you made to yourself. 
wy: Yeah, I took a pretty hard 


stand. I was pretty angry. I'm 
very stubborn. | dont change my 


ways much, and 1 dont forget Че 


easily sometimes, 


VE: Looking back now, how do you 
remember your time in WWE? 

wy: There's still a lot of mixed 
feelings, and I still have some hard 
feelings about what happened in 
the end, But I had a very amaz- 
ing career here. | loved evervthing 
it brought го me. ГЇЇ always be 
indebted and grateful for having 





the opportunity to perform the 
way I did, and being given all the 
chances that I had. I have a lor of 
great memories of WWE. | never 
missed shows, I never missed towns, 
| rarely got hurt, and if I did, I just 
taped it up and walked our, and по 
one even noticed but me. | took a 
lot of pride in the fact that if some- 
one bought a ticket to see me, I 
was gonna be there. I stuck by that 
throughout my career. 


“People always com- 
pare me to [Ric] 
Flair as this great 
wrestling machine, 
but I can hold up 
some of my worst 
matches to Flair’s 
best matches.” 


8: When all is said and done 
what will your legacy be? 

WW: I don't know. It seems го 
me more and more that I was the 
great storyteller in wrestling. How 
do you define that? I'm always sur- 
prised at how many people come 
up to me every day and tell me 
how one of my matches was their 
favorite of all time, Sometimes | 
look back, and I think how I gave 
many of the wrestlers who worked 
with me some of their greatest 
matches, one after another, And 
they're always different. People 
always compare me to [Ric] Flair 
as this great wrestling machine, but 
| сап hold up some of my worst 
matches to Flair's best matches, and 
| think they'll [stand up]. 

| was always skilled at bringing 
out the best in my opponent, bring- 
ing out the best in the audience, 
and telling a pretty good story that 
always built higher and higher. To 
do that night after night was a chal- 
lenge. Some of my greatest matches 
were with people that might not 
necessarily be remembered today, 
like Hakushi or Dr. Isaac Yankem. 
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Even Bob Backlund. It was 
important to me to make him feel 
proud of himself. | had respect tor 
him for what he did for the wres- 
tling business before | ever got into 
WWE. When he came back years 
later, I think the matches we had 
were fun and very entertaining. I'd 
like to have seen Hulk Hogan or 
Ric Flair have the matches 1 had 
with Bob Backlund, Anybody can 
have a great match with Shawn 
[Michaels] or Davey Boy [Smith], or 
my brother Owen. Those were some 
гей wrestlers. But when you're 
dealing with somebody who's not as 
good as they used to be, or who's a 
greenhorn or an old-timer, you have 
to coax the great art ош of them. 


Wi: Let's go back а bit. When you 
were just starting ош with WWE in 
1984, did you ever envision it going as 
far as it did? 

yy: The first two weeks | was 
there, after years of driving around 
in my dad's van on bad roads 
packed with 10 other guys, [W WE] 
seemed like paradise. | was flying 
on airplanes, squeezed into an aisle 
seat in coach, and they'd bring me 
a little sandwich and some apple 


juice, and I can remember think- 


ing, "This is heaven.’ Ic was such 
a contrast. | can remember telling 
myself, ‘I will never mess up here. 
| will always do everything I can to 
keep myself here. 

[here would be no Bret Hart 
today if I hadn't [joined The Hart 
Foundation]. 1 was dying on the 
vine, all but done for. Luckily, they 
thought, ‘Lers let him tag up with 
[Jim] Neidhart for a few months, 
maybe just to get a bottom-leve 
team out of us, We turned out to be 
à great team. [t was funny, because 
if vou had done any kind of à poll 
on whether people thought I was 
any kind of a wrestler at that time, 
they would tell you I was the sh--s. 
| wasn't very good at all. But when 
they turned me into a [tag team 
wrestler], it was like a light switch, 
а night-and-day difference. 

[ took a lot of pride in it—it 
was my thing, Bret “Ни Ман 
Hart, The whole thing evolved: the 
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leather jacket, the sunglasses, the 
long hair, the music, Nobody sat in 
a drawing room іп an art depart- 
ment and said, “We're gonna create 
a character and were gonna call 
him the Hit Man. 1 just showed 
up one day, and that was what my 
look was. It took a while, but | 
think kids kinda liked me at first 
for being the bad guy. They loved 
how nasty I could be, and that kind 
of turned me into a good guy. 





wh: When it finally came time for 
1 lue Hart Foundation го end, ана you 
went your separate ways, things really 
took off for you, but not for Neidhart. 
How did you feel about that: 

мр: [па lot of ways, Jim Neidhart 
was as big a fan of mine as anybody, 
and I think he felt like someday 
they're gonna do something differ 
ent, they're gonna give this guy a 
bigger chance and we're gonna split 
up. I think he would've been happy 
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AFTER YEARS OF SUCCESSFULLY TEAMING WITH 
BRET, JIM “THE ANVIL” NEIDHART НАЙ 

NOTHING BUT COOD WILL FOR HIS FORMER 
PARTNER WHEN HIS STAR BEGAN TO RISE. 





to stay with me forever, but when 
the time came, I think he saw it as 
а natural step I needed to take, that 
| was too good to be held back. He 
actually was pretty magnanimous 
about it. 


VE: After you went solo, when did 
you really bnow that it was going some- 
where, that you were breaking into that 
нехі level? 

Wy: I can remember being very 
nervous for every pay-per-view. 
And I remember when I wrestled 
Curt Hennig in Madison Square 
Garden [at SummerSlam '91], I was 
so worried for weeks that something 
would go wrong, that it wouldn't 
be as good a match as it could be. 
| can remember pacing around in 
the dressing room all day. When 
I walked out to the ring and they 
were playing my music, | realized 
it was the biggest moment of my 
career, but I also realized that | 
wasnt nervous. It disappeared as 
soon as | walked through the cur- 
tain. Î think I got older that night. | 
accepted that | was one of the big- 
gest stars in the company, and that 
| could relax. Wrestling is about 
confidence, and my confidence was 
always pretty shaky. I always hac 
a tough time figuring our where 





| was pong, but once | became 
Intercontinental Champion, it made 
f. 
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PL: Yer, on the DVD, you talk about 
being WWE Champion and wondering 
if you really deserved to be there, 

Мм: When Hulk Hogan was 
champion, or the [Ultimate] 
Warrior, суегу 
Bigger than life. | remember the 
[backstage] catering room, as ап 
example. The door would open, 
and Hogan would come in, Bundy 
would come in, Andre would grab 
а seat, Everyone was pretty big and 
muscular, at the 280-pound range 
| was always a middle guy—I wasn't 
a lightw eight, but I was about 235. 
Hogan always looked so impressive, 
with the yellow boots and every- 
thing. If it was a meet-and-greet, 
everybody was in such awe when 
he would come in, because he'd 





у was а big guy 
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almost have to duck to ger in the 
room. He was such a huge person 
just to look at. As my dad used to 
say, he was a “great-lookin' speci- 
men.” Forget whether he could 
wrestle or not. 

| felt myself in the end having 
to fill Hulk Hogan's shoes. At that 
time, the next star basically was 
the new hero. There was Hogan, 
and then after Hogan, there was 
Warrior. And Warrior was a very 
popular hero and had a strong run 
for a very short time, He didn't 
last maybe, but definitely was a 
star that kids related to. There 
was also the "Macho Man" with 
Liz. Then | came along, and I 
was always a little intimidated 
by the fact that | wasn't as big, 
land thought] that I couldn't be 
the champion. 

In my case, 1 was only famous 
for being a great wrestler. I didn't 
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stand out when | walked into 
a room so much. But | think 1 
changed that attitude. If you look 
at the young wrestlers today, | 
think they found inspiration in 


“Guys like [Shawn] 
Michaels and [Chris] 
Benoit years later 
would walk through 
the door I knocked 
down.” 


the fact that if I did it, maybe they 
can do it. [ changed the direction 
of the business that way, without 
realizing it. It wasn't all about your 
muscles, ОГ how big VOLU Were, but 
what you can do in the ring, Guys 





like Michaels and [Chris] Benoit 
years later would walk through the 
door I knocked down. 


WE: Al the time you left WWE in 
1997, things were just starting to pick 
up again from a business standpoint. 
There was the whole "Attitude" Era 
of the late 1990s and beyond. Do you 
ever feel you missed owt on that? 

“ғ: Yeah, | ао. [ wish that ] 
had never left. | remember talk- 
ng to Vince McMahon for three 
or four years before I left, and 
WCW was always a thought in 
our heads. 1 always told him how | 
hated their rings, | can't stand their 
little tiny rings. | like a big dance 
floor. I loved the WWE rings, 
they were the exact same size as 
my dad's rings. They 
turnbuckles, they were very safe 
rings, they had real ropes. WCW 
didn’t have ropes, they had rubber 
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“Гуе said it before, 
and I'll say it again: 
I never wanted to 
leave. It was never 
my idea." 
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garden hoses. They're great for Rey 
Mysterio, he can walk all around 
the ring on the ropes, but for me, 
hitting the ropes gave no support 

| knew when I went there that 
l'd have trouble doing a lot of the 
stuff I brought to the ring every 
night in WWE. And I did. It's a 
shame that I didn't get a chance to 
carry on my history with WWE. 
Because I’ve said it before, and ГИ 
say 1t again: | never wanted to leave. 
It was never my idea. I would've 
been happy for life there. I wish 
now that sometimes we would've 
reached a different conclusion to 
all that. 


te a How did yon feel abort ҮНІ 
2 Ї А 1 


nme in MICH? 

wu: It was a company that never 
had a clue, from che day I walked 
in to the day I walked out. There 
was no rhyme or reason to any 
thing anybody was doing. I don't 
know how they even got a show 
done every week. It was сусгу- 
thing that could possibly be wrong 
with a wrestling company, with 
the exception of one thing: they 
paid well. 

There was total disorganization. 
Nothing made sense. I couldn't fol- 
low their reasoning, and I had such 
a hard time gerting motivated. Га 
say, “If I don’t understand what's 
going on, how the hell can some 
little kid in Wisconsin follow this 
stuff?’ I don’t know how many 
times | flew down for Nitros, hung 
around all day, and then somebody 
would come around about 6 p.m., 
and say, "You're off. Lots of times, 
l'd be walking to the curtain, and 
Enc Bischoff would go, "You've 
got an interview. And 14 ask, "Оп 
what?” I could see the clock ticking, 
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and Га be going to the ring, think- 
ing, What am I talking about? 
[hen you go out there, and you 
try your best, but my interviews 
werent ds good 158 they ҮСТІ with 
WWE, | 
what I was doing. 
WCW, unfortunate 
any real leadership. The people 
that were helping to run the shows, 
the agents and whatnot, most that 
| dealt with were bit players that 
never made it to the top. So a lot 
of your directions were coming 


“I didn’t blame 
[Vince] for Owen's 
death... I thought 
that was unfair, to try 
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from peopie that really didnt have 
much of ill clue about the business. 
When | was in WWE, there were 
so many ideas | gave to Vince, 
including the Ladder Match and 
things like that. When I went to 
WCW, I couldn't get anybody to 
do anything. 1 hate to say it, but 
they didn't know a good idea from 
a bad idea, and they had way too 
many Indians and no chiefs. 


М: You were working for WCW 
ar the time your brother Owen died in 
1999. How did you cope with his death 
а the time, and how have you dealt 
with ІШ sime? 

мр: Thats a tough one. I will 
say in defense of Eric Bischoff 
and WOW, that when I landed 
in Los Angeles from doing The 
[отой Show, he met me when | 
got off the plane, and was actu- 
ally the first one to tell me what 
happened. He flew me back home 
on a chartered airplane that night, 
and gave me the time to collect 
myself. Eric may have been a con- 
fused general, but he was a good 
man in a lot of ways. 

As far as dealing with Owen's 
death, there's nothing you can do 
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[oO change it, 50 you just trv to 
understand it. It’s a pain you just 
slowly, slowly deal wich, move on, 
and remember. 


VE: Аз far as your relationship with 
Риме MeMahon and WEE at the 
time, did what happened to Owen add 
more fuel to the fire, or were you not 
even thinking in those terms? 

wy: Your people say that I only 
got more bitter after that, but that's 
really not fair and not true. I had 
shown up at the WWE show in 
Calgary a few weeks before, for 
the first time [since Montreal]. I 
went backstage, saw Owen, and 
shook (referee) Earl Hebner's hand. 
| went there with no hard feelings, 
to say hi to everybody and accept 
what happened. I wanted to be on 
good terms with a lot of the people 
that were my friends, because | 
never got to say goodbye to апу- 
body. And then Owen died a few 
weeks later, and people would say 
after that [I changed]. 

| think a lot of it was fed [to 
WWE] by people in my family, 
some of my sisters that didn't see 
eye-to-eye. Î think my sister Ellie 
and my sister Diana were doing 
everything they could to try to 
get their husbands (Jim Neidhart 
and Davey Boy Smith) back into 
WWE. I think it was sort of 
planted that I was more bitter 
than ever. | was grieving, and I 
may have had some hard feelings 
and doubts about a lot of things at 
that time, but I met Vince the day 
before Owen’ funeral. We had a 
long talk, we hugged, and there 
was a lot of closure for me. This 
was something that made whatever 
happened in Montreal seem really 
insignificant. I can recall even try- 
ing to give Vince a heads-up, to let 
him know that there was going to 
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to talk to me, because | didn't want 
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~ Wrong reasons. 

| told (Owen's wife) Martha that 
| would support her in every pos- 
sible way, that I would stand beside 
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her until the lawsuit was over if 
that's what she wanted, 1 had no say 
in it, [ wasn't controlling any aspect 
of it. Owen’s wife is a pretty con- 


trolling kind of person, and is vig- 
orously involved in anything she 
does. She had the steering wheel, 
and she wasn't letting anyone else 
even touch it, 

One of my conversations with 


Vince at that time happened 
on à park bench in Calgary, and we 
talked about everything. I didn't 
blame him for Owen's death. | 
could see that he was as upset about 
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it as everyone else was. | thought 
that was unfair, to try to pin that 
on him. I asked Vince about doing 
the anthology, that it was really 
important to me, that despite what 
happened, | wanted to be remem- 
bered for what | contributed. He 
said that would always be there for 
me, no matter what. Unfortunately, 
within a few weeks of that conver- 
sation, I was told basically that 
Vince didn't recall that 
the conversation. 

[ felt a little betrayed that they 
promised me this history of my 
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legacy, they promised that they 
wouldn't let me be forgotten, 
and now they're telling me this. 
Ultimately, it may have been just 
a misunderstanding, but I think it 
was being fed by a completely dif 
ferent fire, from other people in 
my family that were saying things 
[about me]. 

Maybe I didn't have some ot the 
nicest things to say about the direc- 
tion the wrestling business was 
going, as far as the sex and the 
violence. | was speaking my mind, 
but I wasnt tying that into my 
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THE OWEN HART TRIBUTE MATCH IN 
1999 WAS A MAJOR HIGHLIGHT IN 
THE CAREERS—AND LIVES—OF BOTH 
BRET HART AND CHRIS BENOIT. 


brothers death. I think it all kind 
of Pot blurred together, and 1 was 
seen 25 а bitter guy who had such 
a grudge against the company that 
the company couldn't ACC them 
selves ever doing anything to open 
that door again. And that became 
a big rift between Vince and I. 

can honestly say that Î felt pretti 
betrayed for a long time over that. 


V: How important was it to you to 
do the Owen Hart tribute match with 
Chris Benoit? 

we: It was as important a match 
as Гуе ever had in my life. That 
night, | walked the catwalk in the 
Kemper Arena, | went up to where 
Owen had fallen, said a prayer, and 
looked down. It was a very emo- 
попа! might, and I really felt that 
Owen was sitting right there, on the 
top turnbuckle, watching the whole 
thing. 1 knew that Chris Benoit was 
the perfect guy to do it with, He 
was a close friend of Owen's and a 
great wrestler. 

lf you watch the match, in the 
first five minutes or so the fans are 
sort of sitting on their hands, and 
some of them are looking around 
and kind of losing interest a little 
bit. But then you slowly see this 
audience change. Wrestling was so 
crazy at that time | 
and baseball bats and chairs—char 
а good wrestling match was unin- 
teresting to them. When we did 
that match, we just kept building, 
and chipping away and adding co 
it, trying to make them appreciate 
that this was a wrestling match, 
that we weren't going to break out 
chairs or baseball bats, there was 
no team of bikers who were going 
to charge out of the dressing room 
and attack everybody. We went 

about 30 minutes, and probably the 
last 10 minutes, you can see how 
people were riveted to every move 
We finally got them. They were 
appreciating the match for bei ing 
a piece of art. That was one of the 
beautitul things about that match, 
how the fans clapped at the end of 
ir, and how emotional it was, for 
Chris and me both. It touched 
place in our hearts. 
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UL: It wasn’t long after that when you 
faced Goldberg at Starrcade 799 and 
suffered the concussions that ultimately 
ended your career. How did you feel 
about being forced to retire that way? 

uw: I knew the night I got hurt 
that my whole injury stemmed 
from one move, one kick to the 
back of my head. When you watch 
it, it looks like he kicked me in the 
jaw, but he kicked me right under 
the back of my ear on mv right side, 
right at the base of the skull. It was 


“I was so deter- 
mined to try to 
make a difference 
for that hapless 
company.” 


the same feeling as if someone was 
to crack you over the back of the 
neck with a hockey stick as hard as 
he could. | knew right then thar | 
got hurt. He tore a muscle in my 
neck—almost kicked my head right 
oft my shoulders. The muscle ш 
the back of my neck has a hole in it 
that will never heal. You can stick 
your finger into it a whole inch, Its 
about the size of a quarter. I knew 
| was hurt, but I was so determined 
to try to make a difference for that 
hapless company. I really wanted го 
try to do my part and finally have 
a chance to give something back to 
so many fans that had been waiting 
for me to come back to Ше again. 
No one wanted it to be over for 
me. | was in a really good posı- 
tion for the first time since I was 
lin WCW]. So I kept wrestling. I 
wrestled for almost another month. 
| couldn't sleep at night, I couldn't 
concentrate, I couldnt remember 
anything, I had a headache for over 
a year. Even now, if I jerk my head 
around too quickly, I ger a bad 
headache. 50 | knew when I went 
to the doctor and they told me | 
had a possible career-ending con- 
cussion that this was really bad. It 
was far worse than people thought. 
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DESPITE THE THUNDEROUS KICK TO-THE ^^^ 
HEAD THAT ENDED BRET’S CAREER, НЕ 
AND GOLDBERG REMAIN CLOSE FRIENDS. 
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There are a lot of people that mini- 
mize concussions, but mine was so 
severe that I couldn't even train—l 
had trouble carrying groceries into 
the house. They told me I had to 
wait a year to see Ши got better, but 
if it didn't get better, I was finished. 
| was trying to stay in the game. 
| didn't want to lose my contract. 
| had a thing with. WCW where 
they could fire me in 90 days if I 
couldn't wrestle, and 1 was trying 
really hard to keep my job. 


е „сад © 
“1 would love to 
say there's some 
chance... But I don't 
think so. Bret Hart 
will never put his 
boots back on.” 


WE: Do you ever blame Goldberg for 
what happened? 

мр: No, I really dont blame 
him, I consider Bill Goldberg a 
good friend of mine. Things һар- 
pen in wrestling. It's a damn shame, 
because I almost got my hand up to 
block it. His foot went right under- 
neath my hand. It was just one of 
those things. Maybe it was destiny, 
I don't know, But | sure wish it 
hadn't happened. 


VL: Will we ever sec you in the 
ring apa: 

чим: 1 would say no. | would 
love to say there's some chance that 
| could do something, somewhere. 
But I don't think so. Bret Hart will 
never put his boots back on. 
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WE: Jf you could come back and 
wrestle today, iio mould you цан! ic 
have а match with that you теге? had 
а chance to? 

мр: | would love to wrestle 
Kurt Angle, over and over. He's 
my favorite. | would love to wrestle 
Randy Orton. I'd like to have had 
another chance with Steve Austin. 
I think we left an open book at 
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the end. We could have had a few 
more. | even wish I could wrestle 
shawn Michaels again. And there 
are some guys I didn’t get to 
work with enough, like The Rock 
or Mankind. 


Ч: After all these years of hop- 
ing, how did you feel about this DVD 
project finally becoming a reality? 

we: This may be the one thing 
people will remember me by. ГІ 





tell you a true story, which I talked 
about for the DVD, but it's not in 
[the final cut]. I went to the dentist 
about two weeks before Vince had 
talked to me about being involved 
with the DVD, and I met a little 
kid that had stayed up all night 
and waited with his mother, who 
knew | was gonna be at the dentist 
that day. He was so excited about 
meeting me. He was about 6 years 
old, and the biggest Bret Hart fan 





u 
Е 
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you ve ever seen. | remember think- 
ing, "How many matches could this 
kid have seen?’ I didn't know how 
he could have seen me. I signed 
something for him, and asked him, 
"Whats your favorite match?’ He 
looked up at me and said, ‘Ive never 
watched you wrestle. Гуе only 

on my And 


you Video game. 


thought, "That's such a shame. 


after. 
DVD 


Vince called 


They Were воина Пат the 


HIC 5000 
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‘Screwed —we were gonna open 
that old wound again. So | brought 
that up to Vince, and said that | 
could never be part of a DVD called 
‘Screwed.’ 1 said, “You promised me 
we could someday do something 
that would be a fitting tribute to 
my career, | had a great career, and 
| don't want to be remembered for 
just the bad things that happened.’ 
The more we talked about it, Im 
pretty sure | made Vince see things 
differently, and also understand 


"I would never want 
to exploit Owen's 
death, or what hap- 


pened at Survivor 


Series, as a way to 
sell something.” 


that I was just being honest with 
him, and I really just wanted to 
put something together that would 
reflect some of the magic that I 
brought to the company in a classy 
way. We didn't need to take the low 
road. I would never want to exploit 
Owen's death, or what happened at 
Survivor Series, as a way to sell some- 
thing. I know we talked about it on 
the DVD, and we even touched on 
things a little today, but not to the 
point that it's exploitation. 


WE: You collaborated extensively 
on putting it together, What was that 
process like? 

Мы: It was really nice, because | 
found myself saying hello to people 
that | never said goodbye tO, like 
Kevin Dunn (Executive VP of TV 
Production) and all the technicians. 
| couldn't have been treated any 
nicer by anybody, including the 
people that worked with me on the 
DVD. They bent over backwards to 
accommodate me, even the photo 
assistant in the photography depart- 
ment (Denise Cubbins). She was 
so nice. They made me feel very 
special, and І appreciate that. 
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What's your opinion of the 


finished product? 


Ww: Um really happy with it. | 
think it’s a real classy piece of work. 
The verdict will come from the 
people that watch it, I'm a little too 
close to it. But I'm happy with it, 
and I hope that my fans are, too. | 
hope they understand that I didn't 
do it for any other reason but them. 


VE: What's the future of your rela- 
tionship with WIFE? Is there one? 





igp: It remains to be seen. Maybe 
we can build on и. 
myself ever playing a role on ГУ, 
| wouldn't feel comfortable going 
out and being a commissioner or 
a guest referee. Theres just some- 
thing about Bret Hart walking 
back to the dressing room with 
that jacket, with the epaulettes on 
the shoulders swinging. That's the 
way 1 want to be remembered. | 
want to be remembered as that 
little pink soldier. v 


| dont see 
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‘Bret Hart: The Beet There js 
Тһе Вес! ee WES Тре “Әә. 
"Best There Ever Will Be opens 4 

‘with Vince McMahon thanking 2 
‘Bret Hart for putting their much-\_ 
le differences aside ел 
‘to collaborate on this project БЫ 
“And from that very moment, N 

“with the WWE Chairman q 
"projecting a genuine happiness, f 
“about working with the man | 
who angrily departed his А 

‘company after the most ча 

controversial match in wrestling = 

s “ав, “history, it becomes obvious fret 

экил за: this release from WWE Home | 
чт „Video will be Something Мі 

‘different, groundbreaking Е 

| and extraordinary, just like the = 

4 “ни Man" himself. _ № 





НЕ 1 ЕГЧ 
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1 LL "T Ч, | т 

= шилэн. 
E E = F 
um Ж i 
y 2 


Нам 5 ы al sach Ч 11814117) чети T (hor Fere АА that, “сг могу the fans while paying гче го some 


Jatronships made, broken and оп pg. 56), Hart vowed never to return of the people who helped make him 





БЕ) sometimes repaired. Its about то the company that helped make him a legend. 

family, and about a boy who lived ап international Superstar. The result is an еріс three-disc set 

dreams he never quite knew he had. lur after suffering a stroke in the featuring over nine hours of content, 
К is а могу sometimes inspiring. summer of 2002 and re-evaluating highlighted by a documentary on the 
metrimes heartbreaking and some- his life, old grudges no longer seemed life of the “Ни Man" that clocks in at 

times borh so important. And even though not over two hours, complete with many 
[he story of how the DVD was made all of the trespasses of the past have of Harts career-defining moments. 

\ fascinating im изн. Alter Hart and been forgiven, Hart decided to put his Its all there, from his time in the Hart 

WWE parted ways following Survivor feelings aside to present his lite story to Foundation, to his stint at the top as 
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Bret sat down for nearly eight 
hours of interviews that were — — 
— — — eventually edited down 

—— | to be included in the DVD's 
ы main documentary feature. 
Ғы,” A Є. 1 

ко, MAA 89 


WWE Champion, to the infamous 
“Montreal Incident, to the tragic 
death of his youngest brother, Owen. 

But where the documentary really 
shines. is through the lesser-known 
stories Hart sprinkles throughout, 
further illuminating his rich history, 

For example, how many fans knew 
that the only reason Hart took up 
professional wrestling was that it was 
his only way out of amateur wrestling? 
Or that Hart called former WWE 
official George Scott to quit in 1984, 
but before he could get the words 
out, Scott unknowingly changed 
Harts mind by informing him he 
would be paired up with Jim “The 
Anvil” Neidhart in a tag team that 
would come to be known as The 
Hart Foundation? 

His unflinching honesty 
shines throughout the 
feature. Consider these 
smppets... 





* On the rivalry between the Hart 
Foundation and British Bulldogs (all 
Stampede Wrestling alumni): “The 
Stampede boys had a lot of pride, and 























we wanted show these boys what real 
wrestling was all about.” 

* On winning the Intercontinental 
Championship for the first time: “If 
somebody told me, ‘that’s it, Md say, 
"That's as high as I needed to go.” 

* Оп getting a shot to be a WWE 
main-eventer: "I knew | was better 
than most of the guys who were 


getting a chance. | knew I was better 


than (Ultimate) Warrior.” 
* On losing the WWE Cham- 


pionship at Нех елан IX: “When 


Hogan took the belt at ИлсасМанга 
IX. thats when "Thats а 
grave injustice, and that guy doesn't 
deserve to be champion.” 

е Оп his confrontation with 
Vince McMahon after 
| che "Montreal 
Incident”: 
“Гуе had it 


| sand, 








































n Rogan Took ` 
Thal s when 4 


sugersted to me thar whar happened 
between me and Vince in the locker iiim Ay Ae 
room m front of Shane wasn't riche, 
but people forget that my children 
were in the audience, too... Vll always 
stand by what I did.” 

е On his time in WOW: "It vou sum 
up my greatest moments m WCW, 
there arent that many,” 


It is char candidness that drives home 
Harts likeability, as the viewer gains 
might into the person behind the 
wrestler. He's not interested im simply 
painting hunselt asa great champion of 
untlawed character. ble goes through 
success and failure, exhilaration and 
agony, and understands it is all part of 
the universal human condition. 

Consider, for example, his time 
їп WEW. Though it was only a 
short run during a lengthy "Iis 
his experiences ranged che eani o 
emotions, First; he enjoyed the gol 
fortune of signing a lucrative contract 
that ensured him a comlortable future. 
But on the other hand, Hart believed 
ЕП ки ТЕ икс, amd he never 
truly tele he was given the оррогшниу 
to shine on the Oz Anis ach. 

Nicanwhile, in the midst of his time 
in WOW. he suftercd through one 
ой the most difficult moments 
of his lite. the heartbreak of 
losing his voungest brother, 






Chen, who died during 





а WWE pav-per-view at 
Kemper Arena in Kansas 





City, Missouri alter d i f 
з harness he was using A ` 
to descemd from the roof \ 
prematurely opened, E 


Less than five months # 
later, WCW came to the Wr ГА 

7 

> 

m 


ware arena for an МЫҚТЫ 
Monday irre. In what 

was probably the шом \ 

emotional wrestling match X 

of his life, Hart faced fellow + 

Canadian and longtime family 


ВЕ 
ТТЦ 


frecoal Chris Benoit in a tribute 
match, which ended ОГЧ 

with a Hart Sharpshooter for the 
win. Hart calls at “one of the mos 
мелаи аа memores” he has 

^L really believe and felt that he a 

was right there watching it.” Hari 
says, "And ın a lot ol ways, М was а 
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МЫ rer Hart The Best 
| There 75, The Best There 
д 35, The Best There 
Ш Ever Wil Бе teatúres 
over nine hours of 
content on three discs. 
_ Besides the aforementioned 
documentary, there are 
7 18 matches that display 
—»»| Hart's technical excellence 
| and storytelling virtuoso, 
personally selected by 
| the “Hit Man” himself. In 
addition, there are extras 
Р such as Hart interviews, 
ПШ videos and easter eggs 
» hidden оп the disc. The 
гэ. following are the complete 
SS match listings... 

















Hart Foundation vs: 
British Bulldogs 
Madison Square Garden 
7/13/85. 2 


| * Bret Hart vs: 
Bam Bam Bigelow 
Barcelona, Spain, 4/24/93 


|. Bree Hart VS. Mr. Perfect 
King of the Ring 1993, 6/ 13/93 













Hart Foundation vs. 
The Killer Hees 
Madison Square Garden 
21786 


Brer Hare vs. Owen Hart 
Vrestle Mania N, 3/20/94 


- 















|* Bret Hart vs. Ricky Steamboat 
Boston Garden, 3/8/86 


Bret Hart vs, Owen Harr 
White Plains, МҮ, 9/20/94 


















Bret Hart vs; "Million-Dollar Man” ll 
Ted DiBiase 
Сока, TN, S/R Ro 


Bret Hart vs, Hakushi 
Ш Your House, 5/14/95 








Bret Hart vs. Diesel 
Survivor Series 199%, 11/19/95 





Hart Foundation vs. 
The Rockers 
Sandy Sights Main Event, 
4/28/90 











Bret Hart vs. British Bulldog 
In Your House, 12/17/95 















Hart Foundation vs. 
The Nasty Bovs 
Илеана VH, 5/24/91 


Bret Hart vs; Stone Cold 
Steve Austin 
Ге Мата 13, 3/23/97 


Bret Hart: The Best There 
#5, The Best There Was, and 
The Best There Ever Will Be 
is one WWE ОМО most fans 
never thought they'd see. 

















-Bret Hart vs. Mr. Perfect 
мсн 199]. 87/2679] 


Bret Hart vs, Undertaker 
One Night Only, 9/20/97 















* Bret Hart ws. British Bulldog 


Bret Hart vs. Chris Benoit 
¿SummerSlam 1992 8/29/92 


й WMA londay Nitro, 10/4/90 






match for one person. There was one 
person in the audience. 

Harts career was ended by an errant 
Goldberg kick char led to a severe 
иин, which necessitated lias 
retirement, But does Hart harbor am 
ll will toward Goldberg? No. In fact. 
he feels badly for him. 

“Tes a shame m a way that someone 
thats as vxxxl-hearted as Bill Goldberg 
was the guy that hurt inc and ended 
my career, te savs 

Swirling in the undercurrent of the 
whole feature is his relationship with 
McMahon, which was something of a 
father-son style bond belore Montreal 
strained и possibly beyond repair. 

[ци what is obvious here Is the 
respect that both men hold tor сас п 
other for the preceding YEATS, lt 15 clear 
that neither man will ever forget what 
each did for the ether in the days when 
they were living symbiotic lives, when 
McMahon's WWE was growing mto 
the top sports-entertamiment сопрат 
in the world and Hart was growing 
into wc ol wrestling $ biggest stars. 

“To was always honored mo being 
the wrestling hero and champion that 
Vince allowed me to be,” Hart says. “I 
took great pride їп weing а COMPA 
man amd a professional." 

Ват Hart: The Best There 15, The Best 
There Was The Best There Ever Wii 
Ie is perhaps so strong because of its 
thoroughness and depth. McMahon 
himself motes that Hares technical 
wizardry and storytelling in the ring 
were unmatched im his own era, And 
this collection seems the perfect tribute 
да it mirrors that clama. 

Harts story is so rich and layered 
char it becomes many different things: 
a celebration of a brilliant career: a 
mily scrapbook; a documentation 
of the matches that lifted Hart to the 
label of the greatest ring technician m 
history; a potential start on repairing 
what was something of a father-son 
relationship: a thank-you letter to 
ШОН 

In other words, it is a story excellent 


executed. т 


Bret Hart: Tha Best There Is, The Best There 
Wos, The Best There Ever WW Be will be 
ovallable ол LULUEShop.com, and ot stores 
everywhere, beginning November 15 
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At WWE's production facilit ¥ in Stamford, Bret Hart was 
extremely involved in the creation of his DVD sel, reviewing 
hours of footage and making man y suggestions that ensured 
the finished product would truly capture his life and career, 


BRETWHART 95 















ай - 
CHIEF ЈАТ STRONGROW » м 
Fr! A ы P 
ғ 4 Ж. қа 
ЫЕ. : Wn | M. 
-COROT 808 a | НАК HOGAN (wa STOMA) 
Doo" -. и тҸ М7; ID HOGAN (wis 
т мау 





F 


"CLASSY" FREDDIE ALASSE рду "THE RING" LAWLER 


For a free Catalog; send a postcard with your 
name and address to: Ringside Collectibles, 
Inc., PO Вох Б Шупбгоок, NY 11563, 
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